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The Playhouse Youth Theatre’s 2024 pro-
duction School of Rock is set to hit the Play-
house stage on 27, 28 and 29 June at 7pm, 
with a matinee on Saturday 29 June at 3pm.

Youth Theatre director Tracey Shears 
said it will be a fun show.

“The musical is based on the hit movie 
and our cast are doing a fabulous job bring 
it to the stage,” Tracey said.

“The show follows Dewey Finn, a failed, 
wannabe rock star who decides to earn an 
extra bit of cash by posing as a substitute 
teacher at a prestigious prep school.

“Dewey opens the eyes of the students, 
turning a class of straight–A pupils into a 
guitar-shredding, bass-slapping, mind-
blowing rock band.

“He just has one problem - how can he 
get them to the Battle of the Bands without 
their parents and the school’s headmistress 

finding out?
“The ensuing antics are hilarious.
“We know our Youth Theatre produc-

tions sell out very quickly, so we encourage 
everyone to book their tickets early.” 

Bookings will open to the public on Sun-
day 9 June at 10am.

While the Youth Theatre production isn’t 
part of the Subscription season, subscrib-
ers will have priority bookings on Saturday 
8 June.

The box office will be open at 2b Stef-
fensen Street weekends from 10am to 12 
noon (in person or on the phone: 4153 
1904), and 24/7 online at the Playhouse 
Theatre website: theplayhousetheatre.org.
au/content

Ticket prices are adults $24, concession/
groups 10+ $20.

School of Rock to rock 
the Playhouse Stage

The Playhouse Youth Theatre’s 2024 production – School of Rock – is set to hit the 
Playhouse stage. Picture: SHALYN KNIGHT

Local inspiration behind 
author’s epic narrative 
The Sun In His Eyes by Renee Belloni is more 
than just a journalist’s incredible story - it also 
sheds light on what others who didn’t make it 
went through.

It’s a story inspired by true events, set 
against the backdrop of wartime in the Dutch 
East Indies and Japan, a history we shouldn’t 
forget. 

For author Renee Belloni, it also good to 
know that her father Claude also had a ton 
of fun, falling in love, doing awesome jobs, 
and going on incredible jungle expeditions in 
Dutch New Guinea.

Renee said Claude made his own life story, 
with his own hands, using his diary, journals, 
and over a hundred photos.

“A life, so extreme, from pure joy to absolute 
horror, from perfect harmony to complete tur-
moil, from thrilling adventure to total upheav-
al, and finally to ultimate peace and freedom,” 
she said.

“There’s already too much stress in the 
world, yet here I am, unveiling my new book. 

“This book is dedicated to peace in the 
world, starting from within. 

“The more peace we have within ourselves, 
the more peace there will be in our troubled 
world.”

Renee Belloni, Claude’s daughter, is a local 
author and they published the Dutch version 
of this book, audiobook and some e-books.

They were pleased to already have re-
ceived positive reviews from the Dutch book 
edition: “Wow, Your book was so intense, it 
made me pause. Some words that just pop 
into my head: Respect, cool, admiration, his-
toriography.”

The Sun in His Eyes will be launched on 
Sunday 30 June, from 2 to 4pm at Vintner’s 
Secret Vineyard Childers, 135 Isis Road, North 

Isis.

Renee encourages everyone writing down 
stories from the past with memories and ex-
periences of family and friends so they’re not 
lost.

“Always remembered, not kept secret. 

“And, it’s a lesson for everyone.”

The Sun In His Eyes by Renee Belloni is more 
than just a journalist’s incredible story.
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Keeping charm of Childers
By Wayne Heidich

The charm of Childers depicted through its 
picturesque main street buildings is being 
preserved to maximum effect due in part to 
a subsidy incentive introduced by Bundaberg 
Regional Council.

Childers Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, Margaret Smith said the Our Stories 
Our Places Heritage and Character Grants is 
ensuring owners of heritage listed buildings 
are being offered assistance to maintain the 
buildings.

“The program, adopted by council in its 
2023/24 Budget, provides for 50 per cent 
grants for projects up to $20,000 for conser-
vation work to the exterior of buildings either 
heritage listed or defined as buildings of char-
acter.

“The Chamber advocated strongly for the 
introduction of this subsidy given that our 
main street has some 23 heritage listed build-
ings. 

“Owners of these buildings are limited in 
what work they can undertake having to be 
mindful of the legal requirements that ac-
company a heritage listed property.”

Ms Smith said that up to five Childers’ ap-
plications had been lodged with council dur-
ing the past 12 months and she was aware of 
successful outcomes of at least four where 
grants of a maximum of $10,000 had been ap-
proved.

“Owners of these building are often faced 
with an expensive option in relation to con-
servation-style maintenance to ensure they 
meet heritage guidelines.

“The great outcome from this partnership 
program with council is that our beautiful 
buildings can be presented in a pristine con-
dition. 

“Without doubt, our main street is a visual 
reminder of what a beautiful town Childers 
is,” she said.

Janet and Peter Anderson, who own the 
Childers Post Office building, said they were 
among local heritage building owners to ap-
ply for the subsidy.

“The advocacy by the Childers Chamber to 
Bundaberg Regional Council for this subsidy 
will play a huge part in main street property 

owners being assisted to meet ongoing main-
tenance which is required to meet a strict cri-
teria.”

She said full credit must go to council for 
its financial support of the initiative and its 
willingness to be involved in the conservation 
of the history and heritage of the region.

“Built in 1890, the Post Office is the oldest 
building in the main street. 

“The community has taken ownership of it 
and exhibit a huge interest in seeing it main-
tained to its very best.”

The Chamber president said the benefits 
of the subsidy program extended to buildings 
across the region. 

“I understand successful applications 
have also been made from owners of Bunda-
berg properties.

“Given the success and broad uptake of 
this subsidy the Childers Chamber is hopeful 
council may be able to add to its current Bud-
get allocation of $100,000. To that effect the 
Chamber has written to council seeking the 
addition of a further $50,000 to the program.

“It is to council’s credit that it does recog-
nise the value of these buildings and also the 
need to provide conservation assistance to 
the property owners.”

The Isis Masonic Lodge has also been among successful applicants for Council’s Our Stories Our
Places Heritage and Character Grants.

The Childers Post Office built in 1890 is 
among heritage listed buildings in the town 
to successfully apply for a Council heritage 
subsidy grant for conservation work.


